(485 )

{pecifick Gravity of thefe Cryft:Is renders the cleaning
it lefs troublefome, and lefs expenfive, than in any
other Oar whatever. It requires no more, than that
the whole Stuff be ftamped to a fine Powder, after
which it is wafhed by a Water, whole Force is {o
moderated as to wafh away only the lighteft Parts.
This Stamping and Wathing is repeated till the Oar
is left exceedingly clean, and yields in Metal from
18 to isth, according as it is cleanfed from the Load,
and as it is in its own Nature more or lefs free from
Iron.

Begging Leave to defer the Account of Lesd and

Copper, 1 am

Yuly the 1, Lour very bumble Servant,

F. Nicholls.

IV. 4 Method of raifing fome exotick Seeds, which
have been judged almoft impoffible to be raifed in
England, communicated in a Letter to Dr.
Douglas, Coll. Med. Soc. honorar. and ®. S. §.
By Mr. Philip Miller, Gardiner to the Phyfick-
Garden at Chelfea.

S IR,

ACcording to my Promife, I here fend you an Ac-
count of the Methods I have raken to raife the
Coco-Nut, with the Succefs of each; which hath led

me
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me to a fure Method for raifing fuch Seeds which have
hard Coats, or Shells {urrounding them; and have
been judged very difficult, if not impoflible to be raif-
ed in England. ‘

In the Year 1724, I had a Parcel of freth Coco- Nuts
given me, which were brought over from Barbados :
Part of thefe Nuts I divefted of their outer Coat, or
Husk, and the other Part I left intire as I received
them. Both thefe Parcels I planted in large Pots, filled
with good frefh Earth, and plunged the Pots into a
Hot-bed ade with Tanners-bark ; giving them gen-
tle and frequent Waterings as the Earth 1n the Pots
feemed to require; but had not one, out of the whole
Number, which made any Attempt to fhoot, as I could
perceive ; and upon taking them out of the Pots, I found
they were rotten,  About four Months after, I received
another freth Parcel of Coco-Nwuts from Barbados,
which I treated in another Manner: Part of thefe I
cut off the outer Coat or Husk from, and the other
Part 1 left intire as before: But fuppofing it was owing
to my planting the other Parcel in Pozs, that they did
not {ucceed, I made a frefh Hot-bed (with Hor/é-dung)
and covered it over with frefb Earth, about 18 Inches
thick, in which I planted the Nuts: obferving as be-
fore, to fupply it with convenient Moifture, as alfo to
keep the Hot-bed in an equal Temper of Heat (which
I was guided to do by a Thermometer graduated for
the Ufe of Hot-beds); but with all my Care I had
no better Succefs than before ; not one of the Nuts
making any Effay towards fboozing. The Year fol-
lowing I had another Parcel of Coco-Nuts given me,
which, confidering my former ill Succe(s, I planted in
a different Manner, as follows. Having a Hot-lbgdﬁ
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which had been lately made with Tamners-bark,
and which was filled with Pots of exotic Plants, I
removed two of the largeft Pots, which were placed in
the Middle of the Bed, and opening the Tanners-bark
under the Place where the two Pots ftood, I placed the
two Coco-Nuts therein, laying them Side-ways, to pre-
vent the Moifture (which might defcend from the
Pots) from entring the Hole at the Bafe of the Fruit,
and thereby rot the feminal Plant upon its firft ger-
minating. 1 then covered the Nuts over with the
Bark two or three Inches thick, and placed the two
Pots over them in their former Station. In this Place
1 let the Nuts remain for fix Weeks; when removing
the two Pots, and uncovering the Nuts, I found them
both fhot from the Hole in the Bafe of the Fruit, an
Inch inLength ; and from the other £#d of the Fruit
were feveral Fibres emitted two or three Inches inm
Length. Upon finding them in fuch a Forwardnefs, I
took them out of the Bar£, and planted them in large
Pots, filled with good frefb Earth, plunging the Pots
down to their Rims in the Tawners-bark, and cover-
ing the Surface of the Earth in-the Pots half an Inch
thick with the fame: Soon after which the young
Shoots were above two Inches long, and continued to
thrive very well. I have communicated this Method
fince to fome of my Acquaintance, who have tried
it with the fame ‘Succefsy and if the Nuts are frefh,
{carce any of them mifcarry. This led me to try if
the fame Method would fucceed as well with other
bard-fbellbd, exotic Seeds, which I could not, by any
Method I had before tried, get to grow, as the Box-
duc, or Nickar-Tree ; the Abrus, or Wild Liguo-
rice 5 the Phafeolus Brafilianus frutefcens lobis vil-
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lofis pungentibus maximus Hermanni, or Horfe-eye
Bean ; with {everal others; and I have found it both
a fure and expeditious Way to raife any Sort of bhard-
Soelld Fruits, or Seeds. For the Heat and Moiflure
(which are abfolutely neceffary to promote Vegetation)
they here enjoy in an egual and regular Manner
the Zanners-bark (if rightly managed) keepicg to near
an Equality of Heat for {ix Months, and the #ater
which defcends from the Pots, when they are watered,
1s by the Bark detained from being too {oon diflipated :
which cannot be obtained in a common Hot-bed, the
Earth in fuch being worked away by the Water, and
thereby leaving the Seeds often deftitute of Moifture,
Some of thefe Seeds I have had fhoot in a Fortnight’s
Time ; which I am inform’d, would not have fo done
in a Month in their native Soil and Climate. I have
alfo found this to be an excellent Method to reftore
Orange (or any other exotic) Trees, which have fuf-
fered by a tedious Paffage, in being too long out of
the Ground: Infomuch I recovered two Orange-trees
which had been ten Months without either Earth or
Water. If this proves acceptable to you, it will be a
Pleafure to,

Zour moft Obedient,

Humble Servant,

Philip Miller.



